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MEET FINALISTS FOR 33RD ANNUAL
ATHENA AWARDS LUNCHEON

Join us in Honoring these amazing women
at The Kravis Center for the Performing Arts -
Cohen Pavilion on Wednesday, Sept. 18, at 11 a.m.
For event or sponsorship information, visit
palmbeaches.org.
The ATHENA International Leadership Awards
honors women who embody the eight tenets
of ATHENA Leadership: live authentically,
learn consistently, build relationships, foster
collaboration, act courageously, advocate
fiercely, give back, and celebrate.
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Vanderbilt University Brings
New Downtown Campus

The City of West Palm Beach and

the Board of County Commissioners
recently took major steps to bring
Vanderbilt University to downtown
West Palm Beach. Vanderbilt presented
their plans to build a 300,000 square
foot graduate school campus focused
on business, artificial intelligence (AI)
and data science in West Palm Beach.
The City voted recently to donate
2 acres and the Board of County
Commissioners directed staff to
bring back a contract for providing
county-owned land for the project
by Oct. 8. An economic impact study
has indicated that the new graduate
school campus would generate $7.1
billion in total economic activity. We
congratulate the County and City
Commissioners for quickly moving on

Lisa Nucci, Keiser University; Superintendent of the School District of
Palm Beach County Michael Burke; and Kim Lea, Chamber Chair. CAPEHART

Palm Beach County Schools
Receive an A Rating

Michael Burke, superintendent
of the School District of Palm
Beach County, was all smiles as

starting at the elementary level,
Palm Beach County Schools have
strengthened their ability to

this exciting project.

he heralded the good news of
the school district attaining an A
rating for the 2023-24 school year

successfully meet employment and
economic needs in the years to
come. In closing, Burke encouraged
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The 27 participants of the
2024 Class of Leadership West
Palm Beach received their
certificates on Tuesday, Aug.

6 at the Chamber’s Back to
School Breakfast at the West
Palm Beach Marriott. The
members of the 2024 Class are
as follows: Nerlande Adolphe,
City of West Palm Beach; Bradly
Bock, KAST Construction;
Alexander Brams, Jones Foster
P.A.; Brandon Cabrera, The
BrandX Company; Christopher

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS’
DREW BARTLETT ADDRESSES
CHAMBER TRUSTEES!

Claeyssen, Schmidt Nichols;
David Eiler, Locality Bank;
Samhurline Etienne, West Palm
Beach Fire Department; Aubrey
Fleming, Trustbridge Hospice
Foundation; Tarelle Goldwire,
City of West Palm Beach; Nitesh
Goli, Radise International, LC;
Olga Hernandez, City of West
Palm Beach; Kristina Holt, Cox
Science Center and Aquarium;
Mary Jacobs, Kravis Center for

watch

Congratulations Grads!

the Performing Arts; Zachary
Jacobson, Gunster; Byron
Jefferson, Palm Beach Post/
LocaliQ; Damba Koroma, The
Lord’s Place; Stacey Liebla,
Florida Power & Light; Megan
Luchey, A & Associates, Inc.;
Maria Morales, Saint Mary’s
Medical Center; Thomas
Moran, West Palm Beach Fire
Department; Jessica Navarro,
City of West Palm Beach; Nathan

Polselli, City of West Palm Beach;
Kelly Schulz, Mapei Corporation;

Tish Sheesley; Jordan Thomas,
WGI, Inc.; Marcia Weber,
United Way of Palm Beach
County; Imani Williams, Lesser,

Lesser, Landy & Smith, PLLC.
Congratulations to all of the
Graduates! And, a special
appreciation for this year’s class
sponsor, KAST Construction!
Applications for the 2025
Leadership West Palm Beach
session will be available online
at www.palmbeaches.org by
Friday, Sept. 6. For more
information on Leadership West
Palm Beach, contact Teri Page at
tpage@palmbeaches.org.

Pruitt & Pruitt Celebrates 70 Years of Chamber Membership

Pruitt & Pruitt, P.A. practices in the areas of personal injury
and wrongful death, wills, trust and estates, civil litigation, and
transactional law in West Palm Beach. The firm’s roots trace to law
offices started by family members Robert L. Earnest and William
J. Pruitt in 1924 and 1929, respectively. Since that time, there have
been several more familial lawyers, one of which was C. Harold
Earnest, who served as mayor of West Palm Beach in 1966.

The firm now consists of father and son attorneys William E.
Pruitt, who practiced with his father William H. Pruitt for 37 years,
and his son W. Braedyn Pruitt, a fourth-generation Florida lawyer.

Throughout the years the attorneys have donated many hours of
service to various city, county and nonprofit boards. Both William
H. Pruitt and William E. Pruitt served as Chairs of the Chamber of
Commerce of the Palm Beaches.

RIBBON CUTTINGS

Floor & Decor

July 25,2024

6750 Okeechobee Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33411
404-471-1634

Maman

August 12,2024

473 South Rosemary Ave.
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561-660-7716

PE CPA Firm

August 16, 2024

636 US Highway 1, Suite 118
North Palm Beach, FL 33408
561-881-1488

Chamber of Commerce of The Palm Beaches Welcomes Incoming Board Chairman

Please join The Chamber of Commerce Of The Palm
Beaches in welcoming incoming board chairman
Micheal Davis, senior VP, chief strategy officer, WGI Inc.

Sponsorship Opportunities

Platinum Sponsor — $5,000

Platinum sponsors receive four tickets to the event,
recognition at the dinner and their company name and
logo in an article appearing in The Palm Beach Post.
(Unlimited opportunities available.)

Gold Sponsors — $2,500

Gold Sponsors receive two tickets to the event,
recognition at the dinner and their company name and
logo in an article appearing in The Palm Beach Post.
(Unlimited opportunities available.)

Silver Sponsors — $1,250

Silver Sponsors receive one ticket to the event
and a listing in The Palm Beach Post. (Unlimited
opportunities available.)

For more information contact Roxine Green at
rgreen@palmbeaches.org.

Annual Chairman’s Circle Dinner
When: Saturday, Nov. 2, 6:30-9 p.m.

Where: Phillips Point, 777 South Flagler Drive,
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Tickets: Individual tickets, $350

TRUSTEE SPOTLIGHT
Caleb Bennett

Caleb Bennett is a real estate
analytics and development
expert for Huizenga Holdings,
Inc., a diversified company
that manages the family-owned
Huizenga’s private businesses
and real estate entities. He
began his career with the
Huizenga Family in 2015 at
the Rybovich Boat Company,
one of the many enterprises
within the family portfolio. In
2020, Bennett transitioned into
another aspect of the company
to focus on the family’s real
estate holdings. He has a Bachelor of Science
and a Master of Arts in religion from Liberty
University and is diligently working toward his
Juris Doctor.

Sean Ouellette

Sean Ouellette grew up in Jupiter
where he started his career in
construction following his attendance
to the University of Florida M.E. Rinker
School of Building Construction. He has
held management and executive roles
in both project management and field
operations, where he has supported
and led teams to successfully complete
projects large and small in multiple
market sectors. In 2016, Ouellette
joined KAST Construction Company
as Director of Operations opening
company’s Tampa Division. In2023,
Sean relocated back to KAST Construction Headquarters
in West Palm Beach leading the corporate office as Chief
Operating Officer. Sean is responsible for theleadership
and execution of KAST Construction’s business
operations, planning and performance.

Jervonte ‘Tae’ Edmonds

Jervonte “Tae” Edmonds is
the Founder and CEO of the
2020 Nonprofit of the Year
Suits For Seniors and the CEO
of the West Palm Beach Police
Athletic League. Edmonds
prides himself on being a public
speaker, entrepreneur, educator,
author, and a philanthropist.
He is the author of To the Moon
and Back and Adventures of the
Rich and Famous. Edmonds has
worked for Keller Williams as
areal estate agent, the Florida
Senate, the Florida House of
Representatives and as safety
and justice challenge analyst
for Palm Beach County Commissioners Criminal
Justice Commission.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Get to Know: President
and CEO James Gavrilos of
the Education Foundation
When: 9-10 a.m. Where: Red
Apple Supplies, 7071 Garden
Road, Riviera Beach, FL 33404 Cost: Free

to members and YPOP members only
Contact: Jessica Straghn at jstraghn@
palmbeaches.org

Tuesday
SEPT.10

Wednesday
SEPT.M

Cost: Free to
members onl

N. Flagler Drive, West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Coffee & Chat with Business Builder 33rd Annual ATHENA
Past Athena Young Thursday When: 9-10 a.m. Where: Wednesday Leadership Awards
Professional Recipients SEPT.12 Chamber Boardroom, 401 SEPT.18 Luncheon 2024
When: 9-10 a.m. Where: ————| N.Flagler Drive, West Palm —— — | When:11am.-1:30 p.m.

Chamber Boardroom,. 401

Chamber members and YPOP
y Contact: Roxine Green at

rgreen@palmbeaches.org

Beach, FL 33401 Cost: Free
to members and nonmembers Contact:
Kirby Davis at kdavis@palmbeaches.org

Where: Kravis Center for
the Performing Arts — Cohen Pavilion, 701
Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm Beach, FL
33401 Contact: Roxine Green at rgreen@
palmbeaches.org
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